Children sea-blue histiocytosis (2 cases) compared with phospholipidosis induced by 4-4' DET (4-4' p (diethylamino-2-ethoxy phenyl) 3-4 hexane) in rat.
Two cases of children with liver and spleen enlargement are reported. Sea-blue histiocytes and Pick cells were found in both cases in liver, spleen, bone marrow and blood. Further more, lysobisphodphatidic acids were identified in phospholipid analysis of liver biopsies and cultived liver cells. Absence of neurologic involvement at 14 and 18 years fo age suggest a Crocker type C of Niemann-Pick disease, i.e. a not yet well defined entity. Resemblance of these morphological and biochemical abnormalities with certain cases of drug poisoning (especially the well-known intoxication by 4-4' DET) is discussed on the basis of results from experimental studies with this drug in the rat.